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O'pening Thoughts
As we wrap up our 28th year providing 
you with concise jazz reviews, the media 
is telling us (or not reporting otherwise)
that  Covid-19 is over. No more mask, no 
mandatory vaccinations, sequestering or 
virtual meetings! Yes, we hope it not a 
premature celebration and we are among the 
1-2 people still masking in crowded public 
places like supermarkets. In addition to 
protection from airborne COVID particles, 
we like the added protection from cold/flu 
contaminants as well.

For musicians the pandemic isolation 
afforded time for reflection, deep thought 
and introspective writing. Hopefully virtual 
recordings are over, though there have been 
several new technologies that allow better 
on-line engagement. It’s time to get back 
on the road and excite audiences. Let’s get 
that spontaneous engagement between the 
musicians and their fanatics going again! 

That’s already happening and happening 
a lot. We can see that live concerts are 
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O'pening Thoughts cont.

Unbiased Sound Advice  from O's Place Jazz 

O's Rating Scale (X)
0            65         80          95 

            Pass                        Contemplate      Buy                   Strong Buy

in full swing! O caught Quentin Baxter 
live in Charlotte with Renee Marie for an 
energized session and the venues are packed 
everywhere!

We’ve got piano reviews in abundance - 5 
pages of our 135 reviews. And two Holiday 
releases made our top 10. Listen now and 
let's put 2022 to bed!

             Hello 2023!

    O
Click on the "Artist's NAme" to go directly 

to the review

2.

THe TOP TeN SCOReS
1. Jeremy monteiro - A Jazzy 
Christmas
2. owen Broder - Hodges: Front & 
Center, Vol. 1
3. tito Carrillo - Urbanessence
4. Conrad Herwig - The Latin Side of 
Mingus
5. riCHard Baratta - The Sequel
6. Benny BenaCk iii - Season's 
Swingin' Greetings
6. Jazz Funk Soul - Forecast
6. Samara Joy - Linger Awhile
6. JaSon marSHall - new BeginningS

6. Steve tintweiSS - Live at NYU: 1980

O's primary listening is done with a Sony XA777ES SACD player, Ayre C5-xeMP CD player, 
Jeff Rowland Consonance preamp, two Jeff Rowland Model 1 amplifiers (balanced mono 
mode), Classe CA-200 amplifier, Mirage M1 speakers and B&W 800D speakers wired with 
Cardas Hex 5C speaker wire, Transparent Audio interconnects, Pro-ject Debut turntable with 
Sumilo Blue Point No. 2 Cartridge  and E.S.P. Essence ReferencePower Distribution System.
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artiSt      
Title
Label           Rating

Holiday Picks
O's Notes

Jeremy 
monteiro    tB    
A Jazzy 
Christmas        97              
Jazz Note         

Pianist Jeremy Monteiro produces A Jazzy Christmas that will have 
jazz fans smiling, nodding and tapping in appreciation. He shares the 
spotlight with the band, and they are all worthy! Tony Lakatos (sax, Axel 
Schlosser (t, flugelhorn), Wesley Gehring (g), Christy Smith (b) and 
Shawn Kelley (d) all contribute strong solos on these freshly arranged 
classics. Definitely a consideration for adding to your Holiday rotation!

Benny BenaCk/
Steven FeiFke            
Season's Swingin' 
Greetings           tb                        
Cellar Music      87        

The combination of Benack’s warm vocals with Feifke’s large 
ensemble is quite a treat! They comb through the Holiday songbook 
to deliver Season’s Swingin’ Greetings, and it is pure bliss! There are 
freshly arranged classics along with a few originals to spice up the 
egg nog! “My Girlfriend Is An Elf” and “My Wishlist Is You”, are our 
favorites in a strong set.

JeFF Hamilton    
                     tB    
Merry & Bright                      
Capri                81

Drummer, producer Jeff Hamilton and his trio featuring bassist Jon 
Hamar and pianist Tamir Hendelman bring us  Merry & Bright, a 
swinging Holiday set. They jazz up ten classic Christmas selections 
that can easily be appreciated year-round. The approach is soft but 
powerful with all of the boxes checked. “Let It Snow! Let It Snow! 
Let It Snow!” Is a prime example with each of the musicians rotating 
through the spotlight!

riCHard 
williamS     tb

Hollywood  
Christmas        81
Richard Williams      

Hollywood Christmas is a fresh collection of 22 vocals +18 instrumental 
classics and originals by composer, arranger, producer Richard Williams. 
There are many solid but lesser known vocalists along with Benny 
Benack, III. The Hollywood Big Band includes Eric Marienthal (sax), 
Wayne Bergeron (t) and Bernie Dresel (d). The Budapest Scoring 
Orchestra provides strings and woodwinds. It’s a Christmas sampler 
on one disc!

JoyCe Cooling  
The Holiday's 
On!                   CR

Rhythm Kitchen             
                         78

Joyce assembles a collection of 7 fresh contemporary, jazz tunes with 
lyrics that match the times and the spirit of the holiday season for The 
Holidays’s On! These original tunes will appeal to a wide audience 
and certainly fans of Cooling’s warm guitar and vocal style. Long time 
partner Jay Wagner mans the keyboards and adds vocals with Billy 
Johnson (d), Danny Montgomery (d) and Peter Michael Escovedo 
(perc, d) rounding out the band.

deniSe Fink    
Silent Night...  tb

Harp2Harp      76

Denise Fink plays harp with flautist Roselyn Smith-Brinkman on fourteen 
Holiday classics. These soft renditions are suitable for the baby’s room 
or anywhere that gentle, soothing Holiday music is desired.

3.

https://tidal.com/browse/album/205851753
https://tidal.com/browse/album/205851753
https://cellarlive.com/products/benny-benack-iii-with-the-steven-feifke-big-band-seasons-swingin-greetings
https://cellarlive.com/products/benny-benack-iii-with-the-steven-feifke-big-band-seasons-swingin-greetings
https://www.amazon.com/Merry-Bright-Jeff-Hamilton-Trio/dp/B09H23BXLT
https://open.spotify.com/album/2qj9lrQAC40WfaxQtS3ziv
https://open.spotify.com/album/2qj9lrQAC40WfaxQtS3ziv
https://joycecooling.bandcamp.com/album/the-holidays-on-2
https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B08SJVDM1Q%3Fref%3Dsr_1_1%26s%3Dmusic%26keywords%3DDenise%2BFink%2Bsilent%2Bnight...%26crid%3D1N6G1L1Z8CFIY%26sprefix%3Ddenise%2Bfink%2Bsilent%2Bnight...%252Cpopular%252C96%26qid%3D1667742721%26sr%3D1-1
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artiSt      
Title
Label           Rating

Holiday Picks
O's Notes

Carolyn lee 
JoneS            tb

Christmas Time 
Is Here              75
Catlin' Round

Carolyn presents her Holiday album, Christmas Time Is Here with her 
personalized vocal imprint making a jovial set. The songs are relaxing, 
warm and gentle notably on “Warm in December” featuring trombonist 
Tony Baker, “You’d Be So Nice To Come Home To” with Keith Jordan 
(flugelhorn) & Tom Burchill (g), and “White Christmas” with Mario 
Cruz (sax).

uptown voCal 
Jazz Quartet  
                      tb

Fools For Yule          
House Kat       75

If you like harmonized vocals, you’ll be thrilled with this seasonal outing 
from the Uptown Vocal Jazz Quartet. They are Ginny Carr, Robert 
McBride, Holly Shockey and Lane Stowe with musical support from 
a fine team that includes vibraphonist Chuck Redd. Lyrics are mostly 
in English, but we also enjoyed “L ’Amour Nous Entoure Ce Soir” in 
French. Other highlights are “I’ve Got Love To Keep Me Warm” and 
“Santa Dear, Where’s Mine?” These Holiday arrangements are jazzy 
and can be enjoyed year-round making this a step above your average 
seasonal sampler.

doug munro          
A Very Gypsy 
Christmas       CP            
GotMusic         72

Gypsy style + Traditional Holiday tunes = A Very Gypsy Christmas and 
it’s a very favorable blend over 16 freshly arranged tracks. Cyrille-
Aimee Daudel adds vocals on “The Christmas Song”, “Santa Claus Is 
Coming To Town” and “Christmas Time Is Here”. Other highlights are 
“Let it Snow”, “Sleigh Ride” and “We Three Kings”.

CHriS 
ruggiero     CP

Christmas with 
Chris Roggiero  
C. Ruggiero     70

23-year-old vocalist Chris Ruggiero is at home in a number of different 
genres, and he samples quite a few on his Christmas album. For Chris, the 
Holidays bring family together to celebrate each other, all the different 
flavors of age and experience. Ruggiero soars on “The Christmas Song” 
and harmonizes with Darlene Love on “Grown Up Christmas List”. 
We also enjoyed “This Christmas” and “Have Yourself A Merry Little 
Christmas” featuring Wayne Bergeron on trumpet.

variouS        CP  
from Kate Smith 
Promotions                   
K. Smith          68

Happy Holidays is a compilation of selections from the roster of Kate 
Smith Promotions. There are eight selections that provide good variety. 
Our favorites are “Jesus Gonna Be Here” by the Lucy Smith Quartet and 
“It Doesn’t Feel Like Christmas” by the Uptown Vocal Jazz Quartet.

 www.OsPlaceJazz.com

https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Carolyn-Lee-Jones/dp/B09G85R8C8/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3F__mk_es_US%3D%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91%26keywords%3DJones%252C%2BCarolyn%2BLee%26qid%3D1638056003%26qsid%3D144-2167539-2552014%26s%3Ddmusic%26sr%3D1-1%26sres%3DB09G85R8C8%252CB09LK7SF3T%252CB09LJZ129F%252CB09LJY2SZV%252CB09LJTDY16%252CB09LJRPZXN%252CB09LJRBKMR%252CB09LJN777H%252CB09LJMW46M%252CB09LJGCX7S%252CB09LK2N6LT%252CB09LJRP48R%252CB09LJRLZYV%252CB09LJN777G%252CB09LJMZVWL%252CB09G8484LY
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Carolyn-Lee-Jones/dp/B09G85R8C8/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3F__mk_es_US%3D%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91%26keywords%3DJones%252C%2BCarolyn%2BLee%26qid%3D1638056003%26qsid%3D144-2167539-2552014%26s%3Ddmusic%26sr%3D1-1%26sres%3DB09G85R8C8%252CB09LK7SF3T%252CB09LJZ129F%252CB09LJY2SZV%252CB09LJTDY16%252CB09LJRPZXN%252CB09LJRBKMR%252CB09LJN777H%252CB09LJMW46M%252CB09LJGCX7S%252CB09LK2N6LT%252CB09LJRP48R%252CB09LJRLZYV%252CB09LJN777G%252CB09LJMZVWL%252CB09G8484LY
https://www.amazon.com/Fools-Yule-Uptown-Vocal-Quartet/dp/B09HWYFN9R/ref%3Dsr_1_2%3Fcrid%3D133U9NN5WNBDA%26keywords%3Duptown%2Bvocal%2Bjazz%2Bquartet%26qid%3D1672098071%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Duptown%2Bvocal%2B%252Cpopular%252C112%26sr%3D1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Fools-Yule-Uptown-Vocal-Quartet/dp/B09HWYFN9R/ref%3Dsr_1_2%3Fcrid%3D133U9NN5WNBDA%26keywords%3Duptown%2Bvocal%2Bjazz%2Bquartet%26qid%3D1672098071%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Duptown%2Bvocal%2B%252Cpopular%252C112%26sr%3D1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Gypsy-Christmas-Munro-Pompe-Attack/dp/B005G5EQEA
https://chrisruggierosings.com/cart/
https://chrisruggierosings.com/cart/
https://www.katesmithpromotions.com/artists/holiday-music/
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artiSt      
Title
Label  Perf/Sound

Top Traditional Picks
O's Notes

Jazz maSter 
traCkS         tC     
Standards       78 
Sessions Vol. 1                      
Jazz Master Tracks             

This is the first volume of Jazz Master Tracks with Tony Lakatos (sax), 
Alex Sipiagin (t) and Danny Grissett (p), featuring Hans Glawischnig 
(b) and Bruno Castellucci (d), all excellent musicians performing a 
10-song set. The songs are jazz standards like Todd Dameron’s “Good 
Bait”, Cedar Walton’s “Bolivia” and Dexter Gordon’s “Fried Bananas”. 
Solos are meaningful and vibrant making this a truly enjoyable session.

enriCo ravatB

Fred HerSCH      
The Song Is You            
ECM                78    

Trumpeter Enrico Rava teams up with master pianist Fred Hersch for 
a series of duets including both classics and originals. The mood is 
relaxed on ballads like Jobim’s “Retrato em Branco e Prato” and “I’m 
Getting Sentimental Over You”, but includes many fleeting passages 
of note, including Rava’s sprint on “Child’s Song”.

alex SJoBeCk 
& david 
Baker          tB    
Pictures in Time           
Next Level       78   

Pianist Alex Sjobeck and bassist David Baker team up on for Pictures 
In Time, a collection of eight fresh, modern jazz selections. They are 
energizing on “Arabah”. Baker walks while Sjobeck dances around the 
keyboard on “Liberation”, complemented by warm ballads like “With 
A Naked Heart” making this a enchanting encounter. These are tunes 
that are snapshots of their shared history.

matHieu 
SouCy           tB      
Recollecting            
Inner Bop        76

Young guitarist, composer Mathieu Soucy strikes a strong chord 
with Recollecting. He’s accompanied by Gentiane MG (p), Mike de 
Masi (b) and Jacob Wutzke (d). Caity Gyorgy adds voice notably on 
“Where or When” and “Thinker and A Fool”. De Masi does a fine job 
on “Turner Days”. But it’s all Soucy on “Reflections” and he takes the 
lead on several others like “Blues For Barry” trading with Wutzke. It’s 
a solid debut.

diana panton    
Blue                 tb      
Ontario Ats 
Council            75

Canadian vocalist Diana Panton has a soft delicate voice. She’s made 
many children’s albums as well as romantic collections. Blue is more of 
the latter. Panton sings in front of Phil Dwyer (sax), Reg Schwager (g), 
arranger Don Thompson (p), Jim Vivian (b) and the lush Penderecki 
Quartet (strings). There are 16 freshly arranged classic tune for ~64 
minutes of pleasurable entertainment.

Jim witzel  tB  
Feelin' It         72         
Joplin Sweeney    

Composer, guitarist Jim Witzel leads an organ trio with Brian Ho on 
the B3 and Jason Lewis on drums. Guest Dann Zinn adds tenor sax 
on three selections notably on “Feelin’ It”. The sound is warm and 
swings with a variety of different voices (sax, B-3, g) on the melodies. 
Highlights include “Softly, as in a Morning Sunrise”, “Beyond Beijing” 
and “The Old Country”.

5.

 www.OsPlaceJazz.com

https://www.deezer.com/us/artist/95288
https://www.deezer.com/us/artist/95288
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Enrico-Rava-Fred-Hersch/dp/B0B79MZW9Y/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D1RGU6ELFTKVZU%26keywords%3DRava%252C%2BEnrico%2B%2526%2BFred%2BHersch%26qid%3D1669137417%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Drava%252C%2Benrico%2B%2526%2Bfred%2Bhersch%252Cpopular%252C129%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Enrico-Rava-Fred-Hersch/dp/B0B79MZW9Y/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D1RGU6ELFTKVZU%26keywords%3DRava%252C%2BEnrico%2B%2526%2BFred%2BHersch%26qid%3D1669137417%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Drava%252C%2Benrico%2B%2526%2Bfred%2Bhersch%252Cpopular%252C129%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.outsideinmusic.com/pressreleases/sjobeck-baker-pictures-in-time
https://www.outsideinmusic.com/pressreleases/sjobeck-baker-pictures-in-time
https://www.outsideinmusic.com/pressreleases/sjobeck-baker-pictures-in-time
https://mathieusoucy.bandcamp.com
https://mathieusoucy.bandcamp.com
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Enrico-Rava-Fred-Hersch/dp/B0B79MZW9Y/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D1RGU6ELFTKVZU%26keywords%3DRava%252C%2BEnrico%2B%2526%2BFred%2BHersch%26qid%3D1669137417%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Drava%252C%2Benrico%2B%2526%2Bfred%2Bhersch%252Cpopular%252C129%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.amazon.com/blue-Diana-Panton/dp/B0BDFZB6TJ
https://music.amazon.com/albums/B0BGZ6CBF3%3Fref_%3Ddmm_acq_mrn_d_ds_al_z_-c_c_634248708893_g_120309761644%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkIWi1LzU-wIVyRXUAR3SsQ-BEAAYASAAEgISiPD_BwE
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O's Place Features
JaSper Blom & ian Cleaver

Dutch saxophonist Jasper Blom is the teacher. Trumpeter 
Ian Cleaver is his student. Zilt is a café in Amsterdam 

where they came together in a jam session that evolved to 
this album! Bassist Thomas Pol and drummer Wouter Kuhne round 
out the quartet. The program is primarily based on songs by Duke 
Ellington and Misha Mengelberg. I’d characterize the program as a 
blend of edgy improvisation (the brief Impros), with swinging jazz. We 
enjoyed “Rollo III”, “Rollo II” and “Blues After Piet” best in the set.

Zilt

6.

Photo: Olga Beumer

Lullaby for Planet Earth
South African bassist, composer Carlo 
Mombelli engages guitarist Wolfgang 
Muthspiel and drummer, vibraphonist Jorge 
Rossy for his latest project, Lullaby for Planet 
Earth. The 10–song set is a relaxed session that 
allows the musicians to express emotion through their 
instruments in a cordial dialogue. Carlo adds primary 
vocals with Muthspiel adding background voice. “Gina’s 
Song”, “Gentle”, and “It Hurts When I Laugh, It Tickles 
When I Cry” are some of the best.

81
Modern

Just Listen 
2022

76
ClapYourHands

Ballads
 2022

Photo: Christo Doherty

Carlo momBelli

       Ana Nelson          Bridges
Saxophonist, composer, arranger, producer Ana Nelson enjoys many 
genres having worked with the Columbus Indiana Philharmonic, the Buselli-Wallarab Jazz 
Ensemble and recorded with Bootsy Collins! Her mellow sax tones greet us right away on 
“Wanderlust” and spill into the seven originals on Bridges. Pianist Jamaal Baptiste, bassist 
Brendan Keller-Tuber and drummer Carter Pearson round out her core quartet. “LCB” is 
more contemporary fusion featuring Baptiste, then moving to a cool swing on “Fruit Of 
The Groove” with Bill Nelson (t-sax), Jeremy Allen (b) and Steve Houghton (d) stepping 
in. Nelson also employs a string quartet for two selections notably “Let The Light In”.

2022 Modern
Ana Nelson 74

https://www.nativedsd.com/product/jl015-zilt/
https://www.clapyourhands.ch/product-page/carlo-mombelli-lullaby-for-planet-earth
https://www.amazon.com/Bridges-Ana-Nelson/dp/B0BCYRJKW5/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D95K9WM3E9BKW%26keywords%3DNelson%252C%2BAna%26qid%3D1669137288%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dnelson%252C%2Bana%252Cpopular%252C164%26sr%3D1-1
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Jason Marshall

87 
Cellar Jazz

Bebop
2022

Baritone saxophonist Jason Marshall greets us with 
warm throaty sax on the opener, “Recordame” and 
we’re off to a satisfying set of eight jazzy classics. 
Pianist Marc Cary, bassist Gerald Cannon and 
drummer Willie Jones III provide strong 
support to make New Beginnngs a 
vibrant 41-minute set. We particularly enjoyed 
“Airegin” with a rousing drum solo, “Peggy’s 
Blue Skylight”, “Black Orpheus” and the 
swinging “I’ll Never Stop Loving You.

O's Place Features

Patricia Brennan
More Touch Port of Veracruz native, Patricia Brennan 

plays marimba, vibes and electronics on More Photo: Noel Brennan

82
Avant Garde
Pyroclastic

2022

Photo: Jason Marshall

New
Beginnings

            Kevin Kastning & Mark Wingfield         
 I Dreamed of Imvisible Journeys
I Dreamed of Invisible Journeys is a duet featuring guitarist Mark Wingfield with Kevin 
Kastning playing 36-string and 15-string guitars. Kastning’s innovations are not only in his 
compositions but also in the guitars he invents to convey his music. The sounds are deliberate 
and descriptive much like a dusty old town out west. Their music crosses New Age, Avant 
Garde, Progressive Rock and Jazz in an approachable amalgamation.

Avant Garde 74
2022 Greydisc

7.

Touch, her latest release. She leads a quartet with 
Mauricio Herrera (perc), Kim Cass (b) and Marcus 
Gilmore (d). The ten Brennan originals are heavily 
syncopated, free jazz that is galactic but accessible, 
drawing listeners in on “Space For Hour” and 
provoking deep thoughts elsewhere. Of note are 
“Square Bimagic”, “Sizigia”, and “Convergences” 
with a strong opening solo from Cass.Peter Erskine 
(d) provide a solid foundation. Guest John Scofield 
shines on “Morning Sunrise of A Spring Flower”. 
“All Blues” and “Autumn Leaves” are notable.

https://jasonmarshall.bandcamp.com/album/new-beginnings
https://patriciabrennanpyroclastic.bandcamp.com/album/more-touch
https://kevinkastning.bandcamp.com/album/i-dreamed-of-invisible-journeys
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O's Place Features

    The Ostara Project            The Ostara Project
The Ostara Project is a super-group of Canadian, female musicians led by 
bassist Jodi Proznick and pianist Amanda Tosoff. The plan is to have a fluid roster but always 
first class music. The self-titled debut is a worthy effort that hits the mark. Joanna Majoko 
provides rich vocal harmonies notably on “Storms and Oceans” and “Little One” along 
with Allison Au on alto sax.  Rachel Therrien (t), Jocelyn Gould (g) and Sanah Kadoura (d) 
round out a band that is cohesive and polished.

2022 Bebop
Cellar Jazz 78

JuSSi reiJonen

Jussi Reijonen plays fretted & fretless guitars and 
the oud. He leads a large ensemble playing his 
compositions. Three Seconds (Kolme Tristan) is his 
second release, 9+ years after his debut! Much has 
transpired but Reijonen has re-emerged with a vengeance. 
His music is world-fusion jazz with mid-East and 
Indian spices generously applied. There are five lengthy 
originals that at times are intergalactic, adventurous and 
soothing. We liked ”Verso”, “The Veil” and “Median”.

Three Seconds
Photo: Juan Carlos Villarroël

80
Challenge

Fusion
2022

8.

Walking Cliché Sextet
74 

Endectomorph
Avant Garde

2022

The Walking Cliché Sextet is a band 
that layers overlapping and col-
liding patterns with spontaneous 
improvisation. Bassist, composer 

SeaJun Kwon says Micro-Nap “reflects 
my emotional frustrations, nonlinearity, 
the transience of feelings, and the empti-
ness of noise, as well as my attraction to 
them”. The music is  more appealing than 
the quote suggests. After several chaot-
ic episodes we favored the final track, 
“Transient”.

Micro-Nap

Photo: Gaia Wilmer

https://www.highresaudio.com/en/album/view/tfpr8u/the-ostara-project-the-ostara-project
https://open.spotify.com/album/2OUuwVN2ApdDi4RccR1Tn9%3Fsi%3DERhkOXBkQaOwVT3AqDng9A%26nd%3D1
https://seajunkwon.bandcamp.com/album/micro-nap
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artiSt      
Title
Label           Rating

Big Band Picks
O's Notes

Conrad 
Herwig          tL

The Latin Side of 
Mingus                                
Savant                89        

Trombonist Conrad Herwig is quite a musician and bandleader having 
made highly lauded recordings focused on Afro-Caribbean music. The 
latest tribute is The Latin Side of Mingus, and it is superb! Herwig starts 
with a slamming rhythm section of Bill O’Connell (p), Luques Curtis 
(b), Robb Ameen (d) and Camilo Molina (congas). Add Randy Brecker 
(t), Alex Sipiagin (t, flugelhorn) and Craig Handy (sax, fl) to arrive at 
a powerful large ensemble. All compositions were written by the late 
Charles Mingus, who’d certainly approve of these arrangements. They 
bring it into today’s vibe with “Don’t Let It Happen Here” narrated by 
Ruben Blades.

Steven FeiFke/ 
BiJon watSon   
Generation Gap 
Jazz Orchestra          
                           tN

Cellar Live       86

Arranger Steven Feifke (p) and Bijon Watson (t) share leadership of the 
Generation Gap Jazz Orchestra, a large ensemble stuffed with talent! 
“Sassy” features Kurt Elling (vocals) and Christian McBride (a-sax), 
John Fedchock (tb) shines on “Scenes From My Dreams”, Sean Jones 
(t) and Feifke take solos on “Dollar’s Moods” and Ulysses Owens. Jr. 
(d) sizzles on “Inner Urge”, just a few of the many highlights.

Franco Ambrosetti NoraSwiss trumpeter Franco Ambrosetti has 
matured as a musician through the decades. At 80, he’s more 
focused on rich, sweet sound from his flugelhorn than blazing 
across the scales with piercing high notes! Nora is a collection of 

warm ballads with a lush string orchestra conducted 
by Alan Broadbent featuring Sara Caswell 
(violin). The songs are classics, with fresh 

Photo: Franco Ambrosetti

83
Big Band

Enja
2022 arrangements that will sooth your soul. Scott 

Cooley (b), Uri Caine (p) and Peter Erskine (d) 
provide a solid foundation. Guest John Scofield shines 
on “Morning Sunrise of A Spring Flower”. “All Blues” 
and “Autumn Leaves” are notable.

Jazz thrives, our legacy artform!

https://www.amazon.com/Latin-Side-Mingus-Conrad-Herwig/dp/B0BB8HHK72
https://www.amazon.com/Latin-Side-Mingus-Conrad-Herwig/dp/B0BB8HHK72
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fk%3DGeneration%2BGap%2BJazz%2BOrchestra%26i%3Dpopular%26crid%3D3IYD8RCFYA3CM%26sprefix%3Dgeneration%2Bgap%2Bjazz%2Borchestra%252Cpopular%252C196%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fk%3DGeneration%2BGap%2BJazz%2BOrchestra%26i%3Dpopular%26crid%3D3IYD8RCFYA3CM%26sprefix%3Dgeneration%2Bgap%2Bjazz%2Borchestra%252Cpopular%252C196%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/Nora-Franco-Ambrosetti/dp/B0BFV42NP1/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D2RGCIVJ96TP6G%26keywords%3Dfranco%2Bambrosetti%2Bnora%26qid%3D1671071529%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3DAmbrosetti%252C%2BFranco%252Cpopular%252C153%26sr%3D1-1
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            Pass                        Contemplate      Buy                   Strong Buy

O's Rating System
O's Place has evolved with our listeners to create a rating system based on three factors: 
Performance, Sound Quality, and the quality of the Package (including liner notes). The 
primary criteria is Performance followed by Sound and finally Package.
The ratings (X) have the following weightings and will provide a score from 0-100 with 
average reviews in the 70 range. Our new ratings are similar to traditional academic ratings.

Performance: 15x, Sound: 5x, Package:1x

Traditional Selections
artiSt Title Label X T
DaviD Chesky The Great European Songbook Audiophile Society 77 TB

sinton, Wilson & FalCo Adubrations FIP 76 TA

Gene ess Ah-Bop SIMP 73 TB

tomas Janzon Nomadic Changes Music 73 TB

akiko aoki Pure Imagination Akiko Aoki 72 Tb

Joe CouGhlin Dedicated To You Cellar Music 72 Tb

JuDy niemaCk What's Love? Sunnyside 72 Tb

esthesis Quartet Esthesis Quartet Orenda 72 TB

Burton/mCPherson trio Summit Rock Session at Seneca Village Giant Step Arts 71 TB

trayCe eileen You Hit The Spot Honey Crystal 71 Tb

Joshua stamPer Soma Schema Adhyaropa 71 TB

Jeremy rose Disruption! Earshift 70 TB

Jim DeDriCk Findings Jim Dedrick 66 TB

Beverley ChurCh hoGan Sweet Invitation Cafe Pacific 60 Tb

in real time Blue Shift Line Art 59 TA

allen austin-BishoP Christmas AAB 57 Tb

     Kenny Barron             The Source
This is Kenny Barron’s first solo piano release in 40 years! He gives us 
lots of variety with five fresh standards and four original compositions. The music is vibrant, 
peaceful, dynamic and compassionate owed to the master, Barron at work.

2022 Modern
Artwork 77

https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0BC6S76KM%3Fref%3Dsr_1_1%26s%3Dmusic%26keywords%3DDavid%2BChesky%2Beuropean%26crid%3DMA28CVCDQI8S%26sprefix%3Ddavid%2Bchesky%2Beuropean%252Cpopular%252C76%26qid%3D1669675910%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Adumbration-Three/dp/B0B3XNQRGW
https://www.ebay.com/itm/403938351290
https://www.kkbox.com/jp/en/album/5-ONUnXZFSVSCCXEtM
https://www.amazon.com/Pure-Imagination-Akiko-Aoki/dp/B0BLC1NR6T/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D345SUPCWT47RC%26keywords%3DAoki%252C%2BAkiko%26qid%3D1669843320%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Daoki%252C%2Bakiko%252Cpopular%252C118%26sr%3D1-1
https://joecoughlinjazz.bandcamp.com/album/dedicated-to-you
https://judyniemack.bandcamp.com/album/whats-love
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fk%3DEsthesis%2BQuartet%26i%3Dpopular%26crid%3DRPSNJDL2BZ2S%26sprefix%3Desthesis%2Bquartet%252Cpopular%252C181%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss
https://soundcloud.com/bk-music-pr/burtonmcpherson-trio-will-never-be-forgotten
https://www.amazon.com/Tracye-Eileen-You-Spot-2022/dp/B0BDPCYJTQ/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D2DJ1X7GBK6MQU%26keywords%3DEileen%252C%2BTracye%26qid%3D1672104625%26sprefix%3Deileen%252C%2Btracye%252Caps%252C153%26sr%3D8-1
https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0B9QZHLHT%3Fref%3Dsr_1_1%26s%3Dmusic%26keywords%3DStamper%252C%2BJoshua%2Bschema%26crid%3D32C4FI9EPF3H9%26sprefix%3Dstamper%252C%2Bjoshua%2Bschema%252Cpopular%252C121%26qid%3D1669139806%26sr%3D1-1
https://jeremyrose.bandcamp.com/album/disruption-the-voice-of-drums
https://jimdedrick.bandcamp.com
https://www.amazon.com/Sweet-Invitation-Beverley-Church-Hogan/dp/B0B3TCB62S
https://inrealtimetrio.bandcamp.com/album/blue-shift
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Allen-Austin-Bishop/dp/B09LD6F3TY
https://www.juno.co.uk/products/kenny-barron-the-source/916702-01/
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O's Latin Features

At The Water's Edge

      Jackie Ryan          Recuerdos De Mi Madre 
Vocalist Jackie Ryan has a fine voice with rich tone, a wide range and 
loads of passion. This is a set of warm, deliberate, Latin vocals. Ryan is supported by a 
fine band including Marco Diaz (p, t), Saul Sierra (b), and several percussionists. Special 
guest Paquito D’Rivera (cl, a-sax) plays on three selections. Ryan’s strong, contralto 
vocal performance in front of a strong set of musicians leads to a rewarding performance 
on Recuerdos de mi Madre.

Ballads 2022
Open Art 78

Wayne Maureau

78
W. Maureau

Latin
2022

Photo: Scott Meyers

Drummer Wayne Maureau is a 
product of the Crescent City, and we hear 
the Caribbean influence in his music! He 
leads two trios, one with Ed Wise (b) and 
Joe Ashlar (p), the other with Jordan 
Baker (p) and Brian Quezergue (b). 
They open with a taste of calypso on 
“Island Life” and continue with upbeat, 
happy sound on At The Water’s Edge. 
We like the rousing piano, bass and drum 
solos on “A Day In Paraty”. “Twisting 
Currents“ and “South Lake”.

Joy Lapps is a first generation Canadian of Caribbean descent. 
She fell in love with the steel pans and learned to play them as 

a child. She’s a pioneer of sorts as a woman steel drummer 
and plays with finesse and dynamics that place her near 
the top of her field. Joy composed all of the music on Girl 
In The Yard and presents a balanced musical approach. 
This is a fine taste of festive, contemporary jazz music.

Girl In The Yard82
Latin 

Ontario Arts
2022

Joy Lapps

Photo: Nathaniel Anderson

https://www.amazon.com/Recuerdos-Mi-Madre-Jackie-Ryan/dp/B0B858LWJN
https://waynemaureau.bandcamp.com
https://joylappsmusic.bandcamp.com/album/girl-in-the-yard
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Photo: JohnClaytonJazz.com

Gonzalo Rubalcaba
Live in Marciac

12.

Ted Kooshian
Hubub!

Photo: Ted Kooshian

84
Latin

5 Passiom
2022

Photo: Gonzalo Rubalcaba

O's Piano Features

Ted Kooshian plays piano, arranges and composes most of the 
music on Hubub! John Bailey (t), Jeff Lederer (t-sax), Dick 
Sarpola (b) and Greg Joseph (d) round out the quintet. They 
swing on the opening title track as well as on “Schiermonnikoog”. 

We dug the retro-fusion of “McQueen”, the soulful ballad 
“Wandelen”, sweet brass harmonies on “Somewhere”, and 
“Hymn For Her” featuring vocalist Jim Mola, Katie Jacoby 
(violin) and Summer Boggess (cello).

75
Summit
Bebop
2022

We enjoyed Cuban 
p i a n i s t  G o n z a l o 
Rubalcaba’s Viento Y 
Tiempo (81), a live 
recording with his 
childhood friend, 
v o c a l i s t  Ay m é e 

         O's Place Jazz Ruler™
                      Traditional    Contemporary   
1900  1920  1940      1960 1970    1980    2000

Ragtime TR    Blues&Ballads Tb         Bebop TB           Latin TL      Fusion CF              Funk Cf                    Acid CA

           Dixie TD          Swing TS           Big Band TN             Free TA       R&B+Jazz CR              Pop+Jazz CP

Nuviola in Tokyo. They performed again on July 31, 2021, Live in Marciac, Occitania, France 
for this 2022 release. Rubalcaba and Nuviola are a powerful duo that command the attention 
and engagement of their audience. They perform nine Cuban songs to perfection including 
“Nada Es Para Ti” written by Nuviola.

https://5passion.com/products/live-in-marciac
https://www.summitrecords.com/release/hubub-ted-kooshian/
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Photo: JohnClaytonJazz.com

Rique Pantoja Live in Los Angeles

13.

81
R&B+Jazz

Moondo
2022

Photo: Rique Pantoja

O's Piano Features
Keyboardist, vocalist Rique Pantoja 
composed and produced Live In Los 
Angeles, a session that makes you feel like 
you are there! The 6-piece band includes 
guitarist Ricardo Silveira and Steve 
Tavaglione on sax and flute. The program is 
a cool blend of instrumental, contemporary 
jazz with Pantoja adding vocals on “Que 

Loucura”. We enjoyed the smooth, funky 
“1000 Watts”, a taste of calypso on 
“Da Baiana”, Latin-infused “Bebop 
Kid”, and Silveira’s liquid guitar on 
“Morena”.

Dan CostaBeams
Dan Costa is a pianist and composer with European roots and 
influences from his education in France, Brazil and Boston. He 
assembles a strong team including John Patitucci (b), Dave Douglas 
(t), Dave Liebman (s-sax), Teco Cardosa (a-sax), Mike Stern (g) 
and Hermeto Pascoal (perc). The rich sax tones on “Acalantando” 
complement Costa’s fine work on the keys. Beams is nine views of 

amazing light, through 
music. This is a team 

that listens to each other, allowing the accents to stand out 
in a warm presentation. We enjoyed “Sparks of Motion”, 

“Cypress”, “Paw Prints” and “Então” with scatting 
from Anne Boccato on the latter two.

78
D. Costa
Fusion
2022

Cheryl Ann Spencer       Serendipity in Venice
Singaporean pianist Cheryl Ann Spencer performs in a quintet with Sasha 
Mashin (d), Alex Sipiagin (t, flugelhorn), Robert Bonisolo (sax) and Makar Novikov (b) 
for Serendipity in Venice, 51 minutes of musical splendor. There is excellent musicianship 
throughout the session across the band. The program is mostly enticing ballads along with 
the grooving vibe of “Voyage” and “Reunion“ to finish the set.

Modern 2022
C.A. Spencer 78

Photo: Alon Levin

https://moondorecords.bandcamp.com/album/live-in-la
https://www.dancosta.net/%3Fpost_type%3Dproduct
https://open.spotify.com/album/5nfY6KTFeTrEfqnz22x3Ju


O's Place Jazz Magazine 28.4 Winter 2022  - Page  14.

Amina Figarova
Joy82

Amfi
Modern

2022 New York-based jazz pianist and 
composer Amina Figarova presents a 

swinging set of jazz on Joy, her latest 
release. She gets fine accompaniment from 
Wayne Escoffery (sax), Bart Platteau (fl), Alex 
Pope Norris (t, flugelhorn), Yashshi Nakamura 
(b) and drummers Rudy Royston & Brian 
Richburg, Jr. Highlights are plentiful including 
“Ruby At Play”, “Joy”, “Road Ahead”, “Only 
Peace Liberates” and “Getting There”. This is 
a passionate engagement.

Keith Jarrett
Veteran jazz pianist Keith Jarrett was engaged in solo piano concerts prior to 
suffering serious health issues in 2018. This concert was recorded live in 
July 2016. It is an exercise in solo piano, free fusion where Keith is 
expressing his inner feelings across XIII unnamed 
songs. Bordeaux Concert is appreciated by a large, 
warm crowd. This is much more than just 

Bordeaux Concert

81
ECM

Fusion 
2022

Photo: Amiina Figarova

O's Piano Features

        Andrés Vial       When Is Ancient?
Canadian pianist composer Andrés Vial assembles a trio with bassist 
Martin Heslop and drummer Tommy Crane for nine vibrant original tunes. The music is 
pleasant and easier to embrace, centered around Vial with varied tempos. ”Mister Mystery” 
and “Orundellico” are highlights.

2022 Fusion
Chromatic 76

Photo: ECM

random musings as Keith’s 
enthusiasm spills over into the 
audience. We feel his passion, 

and so will you. The ladder parts 
are far more accessible, leading up 

to a blues romp before several ballads and the finale.

https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Amina-Figarova/dp/B0B6CZ92ZM
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fk%3Dkeith%2Bjarrett%2Bbordeaux%2Bconcert%26i%3Dpopular%26crid%3D1VPRXE17R2ZNR%26sprefix%3DJarrett%252C%2BKeith%2Bbordeau%252Cpopular%252C530%26ref%3Dnb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_22
https://andresvial.bandcamp.com/album/when-is-ancient
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Jason Yeager

Pianist, composer and educator Jason Yeager teams up 
with a large group of talented musicians for Unstuck 
In Time, a collection of songs inspired by parts or 
characters from the late Kurt Vonnegut’s witty books 
and short stories. We enjoyed the vibrant “Bokonon” 
and “Unk’s Fate”, both featuring guest artist Miguel 
Zenon (a-sax). Other highlights are the warm “Ballads 

For Old Salo”, “Nancy’s Revenge” featuring Riley 
Mulherkar (t), and “Blues for Billy Pilgrim”.

82
Latin

Sunnyside
2022 Unstuck In Time

Photo: Jason Yeager

Cedric Hanriot
Guest vocalist Days delivers spoken word on the opener “Monday, The 
26th” (and four other tracks). It comes on top of cool, contemporary jazz 
rhythms from pianist, sound designer, leader Cedric Hanriot with Bertrand 
Bernard (b), and Ellie Martin Charriere (d, perc). They mix the lyrical 
tracks with pure instrumentals in the 13-song session. Hanriot’s 
piano exchanges standout, especially on “Water”, 
and the funky “Souly” featuring Bernard. Time 
Is Color is an album that makes Cedric Hanriot a 
relevant artist in edgy contemporary jazz space.

Time Is Color

Photo: Cedric Hanriot

O's Piano Features

15.

77
Morphosis
R&B+Jazz

2022

  George Colligan       King's Dream
This is an excellent solo piano recording from veteran 
George Colligan. He composed all of the music, inspired by Martin 
Luther King’s Dream, hoping that compassion and intelligence can prevail 
over some recent major setbacks. Colligan communicates from left-hand 
to right hand, and left hand again and again. Melodies are warm and the 
mood is bright providing a foundation for a difference. He accentuates 
the splendor of the session on the closer “Finally A Rainbow“.

Ballads 79
PJCE  2022

Photo: Jim Levitt

https://sunnysiderecords.bandcamp.com/album/unstuck-in-time-the-kurt-vonnegut-suite
https://www.amazon.com/TIME-COLOR-C%C3%89DRIC-HANRIOT-CH3/dp/B0B6HDTTDV/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D1N9VXAPYEBR8C%26keywords%3DHanriot%252C%2BC%C3%A9dric%2Btime%2Bis%2Bcolor%26qid%3D1671415032%26sprefix%3Dhanriot%252C%2Bc%C3%A9dric%2Btime%2Bis%2Bcolor%252Caps%252C126%26sr%3D8-1
https://pjce.bandcamp.com/album/kings-dream
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O's Piano Features

Pianist Laszlo Gardony combines Progressive 
Rock with Modern Jazz and his native, Hungarian 
folk music to arrive at a forward groove. His band 
is a trio with bassist John Lockwood and Yoron 
Israel on drums. They have played together for 
over 20 years with a Close Connection that allows 
Gardony’s creations to flourish. Among the best 
are warm ballads like “Hopeful Vision” and the 
spirited “Night Run”.

Laszlo Gardony

Photo: Benjamin Lackner

Benjamin Lackner Last Decade
Pianist Benjamin Lackner leads a quartet with 
Mathias Eick (t), Jérome Regard (b) and Manu 
Katché (d). They perform nine of Lackner’s 
originals on Last Decade. The music is rich 
with beautiful tones and sound quality that 
allows listeners to engage pleasurably. Eick 

does a fine job leading melodies with passion 
vs. pyrotechnics notably on “Circular 
Confidence” and “Camino Cielo” leading 

to a relaxing session.

Close Connection
75

Pop+Bop 
Sunnyside

2022

79
Fusion 
ECM
2022

16.

Photo: Laszlo Gardony

     Spike Wilner              Plays Monk & Ellington
Pianist Spike Wilner, bassist Peter Washington and drummer Joe 
Farnsworth form a trio that Plays Monk & Ellington. This also includes a couple of Billy 
Strayhorn compositions. The music is bubbly and swings, as expected from this polished 
team. These musician love to play and honor the legends, Monk and Ellington. We are happy 
to say they do a fine job.

2022 Modern
Cellar Live 79

https://laszlogardony.bandcamp.com/album/close-connection-2
https://www.ecmrecords.com/shop/1637328497/last-decade-benjamin-lackner-mathias-eick-jerome-regard-manu-katche
https://spikewilnertrio.bandcamp.com
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Photo: JohnClaytonJazz.com
O's Sax Features

Photo: Worsoe Berg

Josh Sinton
Steve Lacy's Book of 

Practitioners, Vol. 1 "H"

2022
Avant Garde
FIP 78

Steve Lacy’s Book Of Practitioners, Vol. 1 “H” is the next 
chapter in solo, free jazz, baritone saxophone from Josh Sinton. 
Josh preforms six of Lacy’s compositions dedicated to six sax-
masters. There’s a lot of musicality in Sinton’s playing, owing 
to dynamics, tempo variation and passion in his phrasing. When 
you encounter a performer like this, we suggest generously 
contributing money to his case.

         JD Allen            Americana, Vol. 2
JD follows up his solo outing with a small ensemble including guitarist Charlie 
Hunter, bassist Gregg August and drummer Rudy Royston. Fleshed out with 
a supporting cast, Allen’s sax tones are even more appreciable. His inspirations 
are the struggles experienced during The Great Migration of African-Americans from south 
to north. This could easily be reflective of today’s see-saw progress of African Americans 
over the last 50 years. There’s a country, blues swagger on ”The Battle of Blair Mountain” 
contrasted with urban blues on the opener “Up South”. Those are two examples of passionate 
music on Americana, Vol. 2.

77
Hard Bop

Savant
2022

Sam Taylor

New York-based saxophonist Sam 
Taylor leads a swinging quintet with 

Terrell Stafford (t), Jeb Patton (p), Neal 
Minor (b) and Willie Jones III (d). They play 
nine covers and Taylor’s original title track. The 
tempo varies but they all swing, from ballads 
like “Angel Face” and “Prisoner Of Love” to 
burners like “Gettin’ Together” and “Bye Bye 
Baby”, Let Go is a winner!

78
Bebop

Cellar Live
2022

Let Go

Photo: Sam Taylor

https://joshsinton.bandcamp.com/album/book-of-practitioners-vol-1-h
https://www.amazon.com/Americana-Vol-2-JD-Allen/dp/B0B61N1YFX
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fk%3DTaylor%252C%2BSam%2Blet%2Bgo%26i%3Dpopular%26crid%3D3VY6OW33UQB6%26sprefix%3Dtaylor%252C%2Bsam%2Blet%2Bgo%252Cpopular%252C100%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss
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Australian composer, educator and saxophonist 
Rafael Karlen assembles a quintet with Matt 
McMahon (p), Brett Hirst (b) and Simon Baker 
(d) featuring the voice of Kristin Berardi. Berardi’s 
vocalizations are soft and smooth, rather inviting 
whether she is scatting, singing or melding with 
the band, especially Karlen as on “Equally True” 
and “Foucault’s Pendulum”. Photo: Rafael Karlen

Photo: JohnClaytonJazz.com
O's Sax Features

18.

Saxophonist Owen Broder engages a strong band including Riley 
Mullerian (t), Carmen Staaf (p), Barry Stephenson (b), 
and Bryan Carter (d). The inspiration for this work 

i s  J o h n n y Hodges, the lead alto saxophonist 
of the Duke Ellington Jazz Orchestra. 
T h e y  g e t right down to business on 
the opener “Royal Garden Blues”. They 

swing hard on “Take The A-Train” then 

Hodges: Front & Center, Vol. 1

Owen Broder

91
Modern

Outside In
2022

Photo: Owen Broder

76
Ballads
Earshift

2022Equally True
Rafael Karlen

   Caleb Wheeler Curtis                Heat Map 
NY-based saxophonist Caleb Wheeler Curtis is a jazz artist who is not 
bashful expressing himself on Heat Map. Pianist Orrin Evans, bassist Eric Revis, and drummer 
Gerald Cleaver join him playing ten original compositions. The music ranges from hard bop 
to warm ballads with more emphasis on the former. We liked “Tossed Aside”, “Trembling” 
and “Whisperchant”.

 74 Modern
2022 Imani

warm us with “Ballade For 
The Very Sad and Very Tired 
Lotus Eaters”. Hodges: Front 
& Center is an enjoyable album 
on all fronts!

https://outsideinmusic.bandcamp.com/album/hodges-front-and-center-vol-1
https://rafaelkarlen.bandcamp.com/album/equally-true
https://www.amazon.com/Heatmap-Caleb-Wheeler-Curtis/dp/B0B6DFV63F/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3DD0N7WB81SSUH%26keywords%3DCurtis%252C%2BCaleb%2BWheeler%26qid%3D1669744042%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dcurtis%252C%2Bcaleb%2Bwheeler%252Cpopular%252C170%26sr%3D1-1
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B raz i l ian  drummer  Duduka 
Da Fonseca leads a fine quartet 
(Quarteto Universal) through ten 
Latin-fusion songs, both originals 
and classics. Yes!!! is a wonderful 
shared experience across the stage. 
Da Fonseca provides a wonderful 
drum solo to open “Transition”. 
”Montreux” is a warm ballad 
featuring bassist Gili Lopez. 
Guitarist Vinicius Gomes 
is blazing on ”Exodo”, and 
pianist Helio Alves takes 
charge on “Viver De Amor”.

Duduka Da Fonseca

Yes!!!

82
Latin

Sunnyside
2022

19.

Photo: JohnClaytonJazz.com
O's Drummer Features
Quentin Baxter Drummer, composer Quentin Baxter 

assembles a first class team for Art Moves 
Jazz drawing on inspirations from his 
angels on Earth, namely close family, 

friends and musical mentors. Baxter’s quintet 
includes Charlton Singleton (t), Demetrius 
Doctor (p), Mark Sterbank (t-sax) and Rodney 

Jordan (b). Check out the seasonal title suite 
with a New Orleans swing on “Spring” and 

“Summer” followed by a simmering, 
smoky groove on “Winter” that 

encourages snuggling. We also 
enjoyed the cool swagger of 
“Resonant Emotions” and 
the cover of “In Walked 

Bud”.

Art Moves Jazz
86

Baxter
Bebop
2022

Photo: H Groomes

Photo: Drummerworld

 www.OsPlaceJazz.com

https://sunnysiderecords.bandcamp.com/album/yes-2
https://www.amazon.com/Moves-Jazz-Quentin-Baxter-Quintet/dp/B09M9G6ZRP
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Photo: Richard Baratta & Joe Pesci

 20.

O's Drummer Features
This is a sequel to The highly 
praised Reel Deal (82) and Music In 

Film: The Sequel is even better! Pick 
any of eleven titles and reminisce 
about the movie! There’s a ton of 
energy in the “Theme From Pink 
Panther” including an explosive 
solo by Baratta. We also enjoyed 

the peaceful “Pure Imagination”, 
“Soul Bossa Nova” and “You’ve Got 
A Friend In Me” featuring guitarist, 
Paul Hollenbeck. Pianist, arranger 
Bill O’Connell and Vincent Herring 
(a-sax) also shine throughout the 
session.

Richard Baratta
88

Latin
Savant
2022

Music in Film: The Sequel

Drummer, composer Jonathan Mills releases his 
debut recording No Mentions, No Worries with 
a quintet including Luke Weathington (a-sax), 
Patrick Arthur (g), Tyrone Jackson (p) and Tommy 
Sauter (b). “Cool Out”, “Wait For It” and the 
title track are excellent, engaging selections, fine 
examples of the eight tunes that are contemporary 
jazz with a funky vibe that feels good.

No Mentions No Worries
Jonathan Mills

78
Fusion 
J. Mills

2022

Photo: Jonathan Mills

    Jimmy Branly   The Meeting
Cuban drummer, producer Jimmy Branly releases 
a fresh set of jazz-fusion on The Meeting, a trio featuring bassist 
Sezin Ahmet Türkmenoglu and guitarist Will Brahm. Each of the 
musicians contribute original compositions to go along with five 
classic tunes. “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes”, “Presume” and “Gazelle” 
are highlights.

79 Branly
2022 Fusion

Photo: Yamaha

https://www.amazon.com/Music-Film-Sequel-Richard-Baratta/dp/B0B61Q48GV
https://jonathanmills.bandcamp.com/album/no-mentions-no-worries
https://jimmybranly.bandcamp.com/releases
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Singer John Minnock is a passionate storyteller 
who teams up with saxophonist Dave Liebman 
(s-sax) on Simplicity. The primary rhythm 
section is Mark Lewandowski (b), Matthias 
Picard (p) and Pablo Eluchans (d). Rising 
pianist Sean Mason plays on “Angel Eyes” and “You 
Don’t Know What Love Is” with a statement solo from 
Liebman. Carlos Mena plays bass on the title track. They 
trade the spotlight on “Maiden Voyage” and “Cape’s End” 
balancing a fine session.

Simplicity

O's Vocal Features
John Minnock

Photo: Birdland Jazz Club

Rebecca Jade
Rebecca Jade is a seasoned singer, songwriter that has toured 
with Sheila E, Dave Koz and Elton John! She sings in front of a 

primary band with co-producer Carnell Harrell (p), Kyle Bolden 
(g) Raymond McKinley (b) and Charles Streeter Sr. (d). Dave Koz 
(sax) makes an appearance on “My Reason” and Eric Darius (sax) 
shines on “Bottle Up Magic”. There’s an old-school R&B groove 
notably on “Please Come Home”. We liked the message and the 
vibe on “Thankful” as well as the funky “Insane”. The general 
theme is romance and Rebecca delivers a compelling performance!

A Shade of Jade

78
R&B+Jazz

Rebecca Jade
2022

 21.

81 
Ballads 

Dot Time
2022

    Manhattan Transfer                  Fifty
The Manhattan Transfer is a timeless quartet of vocalist that seem to 
defy time with yet another stunning harmonious release. They are 
supported by the WDR Funkhausorchester. It’s the celebration of Fifty years 
together delighting audiences, just sit back and enjoy. “Twilight Zone”, “What Goes Around, 
Comes Around” and “God Only Knows” are standouts.

76
Ballads

Craft/Concord
2022

Photo: Rebecca Jade

https://dottimerecords.bandcamp.com/album/simplicity-3
https://ladyrebeccajade.bandcamp.com/album/a-shade-of-jade
https://www.amazon.com/Fifty-Manhattan-Transfer-WDR-Funkhausorchester/dp/B0B7NMVW19/ref%3Dasc_df_B0B7NMVW19/%3Ftag%3Dhyprod-20%26linkCode%3Ddf0%26hvadid%3D598243699413%26hvpos%3D%26hvnetw%3Dg%26hvrand%3D2970105000805733587%26hvpone%3D%26hvptwo%3D%26hvqmt%3D%26hvdev%3Dc%26hvdvcmdl%3D%26hvlocint%3D%26hvlocphy%3D9009997%26hvtargid%3Dpla-1722207888703%26psc%3D1
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Halie Loren is the first jazz artist we know from Alaska, now 
living in Oregon. She breathes warmth into her music on 
unique arrangements of seventeen classic tunes along with a 
few originals. She’s performing Live at (the) Cotton Club in 
Tokyo, Japan (2015) to a thankful audience. Accompanied 
by Matt Treder (p), Mark “Mo” Schneider (b), and Sir 
Brian West (d), Halie lights a fire! They are a strong team 
leading to many highlights, notably “Hit That Jive Jack”, 
“Our Love Is Here To Stay”, “I’ve Got To See You Again”, 
and “Feelin’ Good”.

Halie Loren

Photo: Baker/Juris

Kate Baker & Vic Juris
Return To Shore

Photo: Bob Williams

Kate Baker has a warm inviting voice that is 
combined with the full bodied guitar of Vic Juris 
in a collection of ten romantic tunes produced by 
Dave Stryker. This is a powerful duo that could 
entertain in almost any venue from a 
restaurant to a large stage! Oh yeah, 
they share their passion not only in 
music but also in marriage!

Live at Cotton Club

        Alla Boara                     Le Tre Sorelle
Alla Boara is vocalist Amanda Powell with composer Anthony 
Taddao (d, vocals), Clay Colley (accordion, p), Dan Bruce (g), Ian Kinnaman (b) and Tommy 
Lehman (t). Powell’s vocalizations are well-integrated with the instruments, notably with 
Cooley on the title track. We noted the fine trumpet and guitar solos on “Almond Sorters” as 
well. They touch the full gamut of emotions with “Funeral Lament” and “Mi Me Ne Fon” 
making Le Tre Sorelle a passionate session.

2022 Ballads 74
Shifting Paradigm

82
Ballads 

Justin Time
2022

84
Ballads 

Strikezone
2022

https://halieloren.bandcamp.com/album/live-at-cotton-club
https://katebakerandvicjuris.bandcamp.com/album/return-to-shore
https://shiftingparadigmrecords.bandcamp.com/album/le-tre-sorelle
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It’s rare to encounter a rich, silky voice, like that from Samara, 
Joy, reminding us of the legendary Sarah Vaughan. Linger 
Awhile is her sophomore release and it is strong. Accompaniment 
comes from Pasquale Grasso (g), David Wong (b), Ben Peterson 
(p) and Kenny Washington (d). Joy sings ten romantic, classic 
ballads that suggests, she is hopefully in love with all of the joy, 
pain and dedication that comes with it.

Linger Awhile
87

Ballads 
Verve
2022

Samara Joy Photo By Schorle

Times Like These

Times Like These is a collection of 
songs about beginnings and endings of 
relationships but more importantly we 
find another story describing the path of 
singer Nica Carrington. She was inspired 
by the loneliness of the pandemic to 
focus on her music career, taking lessons 
and collaborating with pianist, arranger, 
producer John Proulx. Add Chuck 
Berghofer (b) and Joe LaBarbera (d) 
to arrive at a set of classics that warm 
the soul. “The Summer Knows”, “The 
Shadow of Your Smile”, “Here’s To Life” 
and “Left Alone” are highlights.

81 
N Carrington

Ballads
2022

Photo:  Nica Carrington

Nica Carrington

        Jeremy Wong                   Hey There
Vancouver's Jeremy Wong has a rich baritone voice that he place on 
ten romantic ballads for his latest release, Hey There. The theme is 
“near-connections” and “what-ifs” that we’ve all experienced. Wong’s tone 
is rich and inviting whether he’s singing on “I Don’t Regret A Thing” or scatting as on “Easy 
To Love”, we enjoyed him. Ardeshir Pourkermati (t-sax), Chris Gestrin (p), John Lee (b), 
Jesse Cahill (d) and Alvin Brendan (g) form a strong unit behind him with Pourkemati and 
Gestrin contributing strong solos throughout the set. We hope to hear a lot more from Wong 
in the coming years.

75
Ballads

Cellar Music
2022

https://www.amazon.com/Linger-Awhile-Samara-Joy/dp/B0B82VTDX5/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D2HIPRCIZC9AYP%26keywords%3Dsamara%2Bjoy%2Blinger%2Bawhile%26qid%3D1671071134%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3DJoy%252C%2BSamara%252Cpopular%252C132%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B6Y8QY11/ref%3Ddm_rwp_pur_lnd_albm_unrg
https://jeremywong.bandcamp.com/album/hey-there
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24.

Tito Carrillo

Urbanessence

90
2022
Origin
Latin

Tito Carrillo is a trumpeter, bandleader, 
composer, arranger and 15+ year professor 
at the University of Illinois. He is a capable 
performer and demonstrates his prowess 
on Urbanessence, his second album as a leader. 
There’s a good mix of hot tracks with warm 
ballads placing him near the top of jazz trumpeter 

Trumpeter and composer Nicolas Payton continues 
his push to collaborate with legends on The Couch 
Sessions. He invites two members from Miles Davis’ 
rhythm section to join him, bassist Buster Williams and 
drummer Lenny White. Payton also inserts spoken word 
from legends like the late Geri Allen on “Feed the Fire” 
where Nicolas plays piano! We also enjoyed Wayne 
Shorter reminiscing about Miles leading to “Pinocchio”. 
The blend of Modern jazz, fusion, hip-hop, and retro 
excerpts makes this a winner!

The Couch Sessions
Nicholas Payton84

Modern
Smoke Sessions

2022

Photo: Discogs

Photo: Nicholas Payton

       Bill Ortiz      Points of View
Jazz trumpeter Bill Ortiz has been lighting up the Bay Area for many years 
with crisp, warm tones that can penetrate your heart. He’s got a strong rhythm section with 
him including Matt Clark (p), Marcus Shelby (b), John Santos (perc) and Dennis Chambers 
(d). They waste no time getting down to business on the opener “Sunburst”. Terrie Oadby 
adds buttery, soulful vocals on “A Toast To The People” and “Ain’t No Need In Crying” to 
balance the set.

2022 Fusion 
Left Angle 75

lists. Tito is joined by Troy Roberts (sax), Ben Lewis (p), Clark 
Sommers (b), Jay Sawyer (d) and Victor Gonzalez (congas). 
We liked the groove on “Crazy, Stupid Fine”, “Fly By Night”, “Momentum” and “Fire and 
Ice” in a strong session of mostly originals by Carrillo.

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/urbanessence-tito-carrillo/38602057
https://nicholaspayton.bandcamp.com/album/the-couch-sessions
https://www.amazon.com/Points-View-Bill-Ortiz/dp/B0B198KPK7/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D20JO13FH00ZIY%26keywords%3DOrtiz%252C%2BBill%26qid%3D1672102679%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dortiz%252C%2Bbill%252Cpopular%252C199%26sr%3D1-1
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Doug MacDonald
Guitarist Doug MacDonald plays well in many 
configurations from solo to big band. I’ll See You 
In My Dreams features a seasoned quartet with 
pianist Tamir Handelman, bassist John Clayton and 
Jeff Hamilton on drums. We liked the swinging vibe 
on “Easy To Love” with each of the band members 
being showcased. However, MacDonald generally 
takes the lead and does it with poise as on “‘Tis 
Autumn”, “New Mark” and the title track.

I'll See You In My Dreams

79
Blues 
dMac
2022

Photo: Doug MacDonald

25.

    Allan Holdsworth     Proto-Cosmos      
In a true celebration of the late British fusion guitarist Allan Holdsworth, 
keyboardist Alan Pasqua, drummer Chad Wackerman and bassist Jimmy 
Haslip produce Proto-Cosmos, a live re- cording including Holdsworth that 
is still sizzling! “Looking Glass”, “Pud Wud”, “It Must Be Jazz” and “Blues For Tony” are 
a few of the highlights in a wish-we-were-there set!

2022
Fusion

Blue Canoe
79

Veteran jazz guitarist Bobby Broom gained 
the respect of many jazz pianists notably James 
Williams early in his career. That has led to many 
successful outings in guitar/piano ensembles. Keyed 
Up is his latest in a quartet with Justin Dillard (p, B3), Dennis 
Carroll (b) and co-producer, Kobe Watkins (d). This is an upbeat 
bop set that sizzles end to end highlighted by “Quicksilver”, 
“Humpty Dumpty” and “Scoochie” pausing to inject fine 
ballads like “Misty” and “Soulful Bill”.

Keyed Up
Bobby Broom

75
Steele
Bebop 
2022

Photo: Bobby Broom

https://www.amazon.com/Ill-See-You-My-Dreams/dp/B0BF9RFW1M%3Fsource%3Dps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext%26ref_%3Dfplfs%26psc%3D1%26smid%3DA1WJYDZUFBWVU2
https://orcd.co/k2eq76p
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fk%3Dbobby%2Bbroom%2Bkeyed%2Bup%26i%3Dpopular%26crid%3D2RA75V26252FP%26sprefix%3DBroom%252C%2BBobby%252Cpopular%252C76%26ref%3Dnb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_3_12
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Bassist, composer Alex Tremblay hits the New 
York jazz scene with big sound from the small 
state of Rhode Island. Thoughts & Images is 

his debut with a band including Taber Gable (p), 
Nicholas Biello (a-sax), Tony Davis (g) and Evan Hyde 
(d). Vocalist Vanisha Gould breathes soul into “The Yellow 
Rose” complimented by a fine sole from Davis. We also 
enjoyed the warm ballad “Helen’s Waltz” and the blazing 
“Karma” featuring Biello and Gable.

Thoughts & ImagesAlex Tremblay

Photo: Alex Tremblay

Rodney Whitaker 79
Bebop
Origin
2022

Michigan based bassist, educator and composer Rodney 
Whitaker focused on the music of Gregg Hill for Oasis, his latest 
release, a collection of late 1950s-style hard bop. Pianist Bruce 
Barth and drummer Dana Hall anchor the rhythm section with 
Whitaker. They start out upbeat, swinging behind vocalist 
Rochelle Fortin on “Betty’s Tine” and again on “To The Well”, 
two of the four vocal selections. They continue on with a series 
of happy tunes featuring Terell Stafford (t) and Tim Warfield (sax) 
resulting in a strong ode to tradition.

Oasis

Photo: Rodney Whitaker

77
Fusion

A. Tremblay
2022

Photo: Lydia Liebman Promotions      Santi Debriano  Ashanti
Bassist, composer Santi Debriano assembles 

Arkestra Bembe including Andrea Brachfeld (fl), 
TK Blue (a-sax), Robby Ameen (d) and several other talented 
musicians for Ashanti. He leaves room for strong bass solos as 
on “Imaginary Guinea”. We enjoyed the relaxed groove on “Till 
Then”, “Spunky” featuring Ray Sero (b-sax), Emile Turner (t), 
and Brachfeld, also the swinging “Basilar”.

77
Modern
Savant
2022

https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B09YMYNMJV%3Fref%3Dsr_1_1%26s%3Dmusic%26keywords%3DTremblay%252C%2BAlex%26crid%3D3STTAYV8S48TT%26sprefix%3Dtremblay%252C%2Balex%252Cpopular%252C173%26qid%3D1669843481%26sr%3D1-1-catcorr
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/oasis-music-of-gregg-hill-rodney-whitaker/38907585
https://jojorecords.bandcamp.com/album/ashanti
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artiSt      
Title
Label           Rating

Top Contemporary Picks
O's Notes

J. peter 
SCHwalm & CP

StepHen 
tHelen         82
tranSneptunian 
planetS           
Rare Noise       

J. Peter Schwalm (keyboards, electronics) and Stephan Thelen (g, 
keyboards) are the headliners on Transneptunin Planets. Eivind Aarset 
(g), Tim Harries (b) and Manuel Pasquinelli (d, perc) round out the band. 
Guest vocalist Neil Catchpole adds voice samples on “GongGong”. 
“MakeMake” sounds like a large construction site, while “Quaoar” boils 
in the mystery of a chase scene at the aforementioned site. Each of the 
song illustrates a journey of sorts but we felt it to be more terrestrial 
than intergalactic.

tHe traCkerS       
vaudeville 8:45  
                         CF   
Abstract Logic 77

The Trackers is a collaboration between drummer/keyboardist Gary 
Husband and Norwegian guitarist Alf Terje Hana. They employ several 
bassists including Jimmy Johnson and Jimmy Haslip. “Nisco”, ”Two 
Foxes“ and the pandemonium of “The Middle Distance” are highlights 
in an energetic rock-fusion session.

alBare         CF

Freedom        
Alfi                    75

Veteran guitarist, composer, producer Albare (Albert Dadon) assembles 
a strong band with Phil Turcio (p), Randy Brecker (t), Ada Rovatti 
(sax), Phil Rex (b) and Felix Bloxom (d). We liked “Lost Compass”, 
“Shimmozle”, “New Expectations” and “Adues” in the ten-song 
set. Freedom has a predominantly peaceful vibe owed to the polished 
poise of the band.

JeFF denSon                 
Finding ligHt CF

Ridgeway         75

Bassist Jeff Denison reunites his trio from Between Two Worlds, 
with drummer Brian Blade and guitarist Romain Pilon for his latest 
release, Finding Light, born at the dawn of the pandemic and finally 
released in 2022. “This Way Cooky”, “The Tipster”, “Sixto” and “Espoir” 
are highlights that make the journey worth the wait!

Candy dulFer        
                     CP

we never Stop        
The Funk Garage       
                           75

Dutch saxophonist, vocalist Candy Dulfer has been entertaining us on the 
contemporary jazz scene for years. Her groove is smooth and funky with 
beats that make you want to dance. We Never Stop is a continuation of 
her magic. Ivan Peroti (vocals), Camilo Rodriguez (vocals) and arranger, 
multi-instrumentalist Ulco Bed provide strong support. Among the best 
are “Deeper”, “No Time For This” and “Jammin’ Tonight”.

mata 
atlantiCa   CP

Ritiri e Ritmo          
7D Media         74

Mata Atlantica is the coastal rainforest in Bahia, Brazil, an area that is 
rich in many species by endangered by man, already 90% destroyed. 
Master keyboardist, composer, arranger, producer Markus Reuter 
assembled a large ensemble to capture the beauty of nature and its 
vulnerability on Retiro E Ritmo. This is a peaceful recording, a sonic 
biotope that hopefully inspires us to protect and preserve the region. 
Consider it: https://www.amap-Brazil.org/en

27.

https://stephanthelen.bandcamp.com/album/transneptunian-planets
https://stephanthelen.bandcamp.com/album/transneptunian-planets
https://stephanthelen.bandcamp.com/album/transneptunian-planets
https://stephanthelen.bandcamp.com/album/transneptunian-planets
https://www.amazon.com/Vaudeville-Trackers-Gary-Husband-Terje/dp/B09RFYSSNV/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D21PDOQSX511G4%26keywords%3DThe%2BTrackers%2Bvaudeville%2B8%253A45%26qid%3D1669137147%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dthe%2Btrackers%2Bvaudeville%2B8%2B45%252Cpopular%252C77%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.ebay.com/itm/144592766216%3F_trkparms%3Damclksrc%253DITM%2526aid%253D1110006%2526algo%253DHOMESPLICE.SIM%2526ao%253D1%2526asc%253D243356%2526meid%253D15ec3dd5bf4547c28197fd40d51ce46a%2526pid%253D101224%2526rk%253D1%2526rkt%253D5%2526sd%253D134148448468%2526itm%253D144592766216%2526pmt%253D1%2526noa%253D0%2526pg%253D2047675%2526algv%253DDefaultOrganicWebV9BertRefreshRanker%26_trksid%3Dp2047675.c101224.m-1%26amdata%3Dcksum%253A14459276621615ec3dd5bf4547c28197fd40d51ce46a%257Cenc%253AAQAHAAABAKDEfJlZrvbeTPshEnJcTyTBz%25252FyXfEs25VNUQmwebd%25252BmqjX%25252FSgnF%25252B7Vq893%25252FbMryxdAFtOVYFmOqsjg78BBdgqyEReTDiITWqzte7m9v1O99kDG9rYg7WNlTXbd1ISAaMvCxmp9ka0V58eVgL%25252B2l4bFIfxt8BizYx7B43AlE0%25252BHRFHUdK7e%25252FmNVfOLQX6uQrTzAAEdFmfc8Ahi%25252BRcC1%25252FuJOCWQGqDqgSnsrT0qwkhNXfkOB%25252F8TK%25252BeUtUt4oSiR%25252BA1TF5TqVpLAmOhlrTxgJTsqxkswIFVXNLfRcxLEQhbeL4fop17EbNrVrmX6y0b0tXO%25252BYWM%25252FK8FmDMF%25252FLqeGObYKo%25253D%257Campid%253APL_CLK%257Cclp%253A2047675%26epid%3D4053637141
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Light-Jeff-Denson/dp/B0B6CXDTDH/ref%3Dsr_1_2%3Fcrid%3D15M2FQW1OYATI%26keywords%3DDenson%252C%2BJeff%26qid%3D1669139964%26sprefix%3Ddenson%252C%2Bjeff%252Caps%252C171%26sr%3D8-2
https://candydulfer.bandcamp.com/album/we-never-stop
https://f4.bcbits.com/img/a0268569457_10.jpg
https://f4.bcbits.com/img/a0268569457_10.jpg
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28.

  The Comet is Coming 
           Hyper-Dimensional Expansion Beam

The Comet is Coming is the name of the band! They are Danalogue (keyboards), 
Betamax (d, perc) and Shabaka (sax, Shakuhachi). Yes, the sound is what you’d expect 

during intergalactic travel with an abundance of electronics and worldly sounds. They open 
with the pulsating club beats of “Code”. That’s the prevailing mode throughout the set. Other 
highlights are “Pyramids”, “Aftermath”, “Atomic Wave Dance” and “Angel of Darkness”. 
It’s worth the trip or at least hanging out at the departure gate!

74
Impulse!
Pop+Jazz

2022

Yola Nash
Vocalist Yolanda Nash is a hopeless romantic 

singing nine ballads in several styles. She wrote the music 
and lyrics for most of the songs and employs world class musicians 
including Fella Cederbaum (spoken word), Alex Meixner (accordion), 
Graham Keir (g) and co-producer Edsel Gomez (p). There’s a touch of 
Eastern European music owed to Nash’s Polish heritage mixed with 
the jazzy Latin vibe. We liked the calypso vibe on “Still Love You”, 
the Mediterranean groove of “World on Fire”, and “Truth Tango”.

Manhattan Whispers

Photo: Yola Nash

2022
Ballads
Yostar 
77

Jazz Funk Soul is a high powered trio featuring 
Paul Jackson Jr. (g), Everette Harp (sax), and Jeff 
Lorber (keyboards) playing sizzling contemporary 
jazz on Forecast. Gary Novak plays drums on most 
selections with bass duty shared by many strong 
artists. They embellish their reputations with a stunning 
performance. The upbeat tunes sizzle and the relaxers 
like “When The Time Comes” are refreshing. “Funkin’ 
In AZ” features guest artists Marcus Miller (b) and 
Lenny Castro (perc). “Fish Grease”, “Count Me In” 
and “Keep Holding On” are also noteworthy.

Jazz Funk Soul
Forecast

87
R&B+Jazz
Shanachie 

2022

Photo: Jazz Aspen Snowmass

https://www.amazon.com/Hyper-Dimensional-Expansion-Beam-Comet-Coming/dp/B0B7F2D866/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D1JJL0RYFHOG5D%26keywords%3DThe%2BComet%2BIs%2BComing%26qid%3D1671071336%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dthe%2Bcomet%2Bis%2Bcoming%252Cpopular%252C157%26sr%3D1-1
https://open.spotify.com/album/2K9M0c1hraestMf5mQKYdG
https://www.amazon.com/Forecast-Jazz-Funk-Soul/dp/B0B2LXTPH3/ref%3Dsr_1_3%3Fcrid%3DKC3MC1RFQBU%26keywords%3Djazz%2Bfunk%2Bsoul%2Bforecast%2Bcd%26qid%3D1669676221%26sprefix%3DJazz%2BFunk%2BSoul%252Caps%252C166%26sr%3D8-3
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yellowJaCketS

The venerable Yellowjackets are back 
serving up yet another winner with Parallel 
Motion. Bassist Dane Anderson, 
saxophonist Bob Mintzer, Russell Ferrante 
(keyboards) and Will Kennedy (d) have 
that insatiable groove that captivates 
us from the opener “Intrigue”, to warm 
ballads like “Samaritan”, “II Mio Amico” 
and the title track. Vocalist Jean Baylor 
adds warmth on “If You Believe”.

Parallel Motion

29.

Photo: Roberto+Cifarelli

Margaret and Katie
Bill Cole is an innovative jazz musician and educator who 

focuses on non-Western horns like the digeridoo, Chinese 
sona, Ghanian flute and Indian shenai. His music is an 
exploration of tonal harmonies and free, expressive 

improvisations. His band includes Warren Smoth (d, perc), 
Joseph Daley (tuba b-sax), Ras Moshe Burnette (sax, fl), 
Althea SullyCole (kora), Mali Obomsawin (b) and Taylor 
Ho Bynum (cornet, flugelhorn, shells). The musicians are 
peaceful, cooperative, and supportive, building and blending 
on each other’s thoughts. Listeners can engage and they aren’t 
locked out, rather invited in to the musical cloud. “The drum 
sounding a message…” is perhaps the most aggressive, but 
also the most intriguing of five selections!

82
Fusion

Mack Ave.
2022

77
Bill Cole
Free Jazz

 2022

Photo: Scott Friedlander

Bill Cole

Steve Gadd, eddie Gomez & Ronnie Cuber + WDR Big Band  
  Center Stage  Drummer Steve Gadd, bassist Eddie Gomez and 
baritone saxophonist Ronnie Cuber take Center Stage with the WDR 
Big Band arranged and conducted by Michael Abene. Guests Bruno Müller (g), Bobby 
Sparks (B3, Rhodes) and Simon Oslender (p, B3) add to the mix. They play pop classics 
recast in jazz mode! “Them Changes”, “Signed, Sealed, Delivered” and “Way Back Home” 
are standouts.

R&B+Jazz 77 
Leopard 2022

https://www.amazon.com/Parallel-Motion-Yellowjackets/dp/B0B39PSLP1/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D2V332YBAZE7JX%26keywords%3Dyellowjackets%2Bparallel%2Bmotion%2Bcd%26qid%3D1669676046%26sprefix%3DYellowjackets%2B%252Caps%252C133%26sr%3D8-1
https://billcole.bandcamp.com/album/margaret-and-katie
https://www.amazon.com/Center-Stage-Steve-Gadd/dp/B0B3756815
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Photo: JohnClaytonJazz.com

The Baylor Project
The Evening is a live set of delightful, jazzy, R&B 
ballads recorded at Apparatus in New York City in 
May, 2022. This design studio is a perfect home for 
the gospel rooted Jean (vocals) and Marcus (drums) 
Baylor. You will be mesmerized with Keith Loftis 
(sax) and Yasushi Nakamura (b) on “Tenderly”. Jean 
always shines on “We Swing ‘The Cypher’” and this 
live version is no exception as she jousts with Darren 
Barrett (t), Terry Brewer (p) and Loftis. The soft, 
engaging “Love Makes Me Sing” brought out the best 
from the crowd! Nakamura opens “2020” before we 
go to church on “Only Believe”, a fitting finale.

85
R&B+Jazz
Be A Light

2022

The Evening

Photo: Deneka Peniston

The String Queens

Photo: Or Bareket

O's Place Features

Rise
The String Queens, Kendall Isadore 
(violin), Dawn Michelle Johnson (viola), 
and Élise Sharp (cello), are an African-American chamber 
Jazz Quartet that infuses soul, gospel and R&B into a 
contemporary jazz format including warm vocals. Rise is 
their third album and their sound is lethal, poised, polished 
and wonderful to listen to. They play a collection of classic 
pop R&B and spiritual tunes including “Billie Jean”, 
“Eleanor Rigby”, “Amazing Grace”, and “Motherless 
Child”. Don’t miss it!

78
String Queens

R&B+Jazz
2022

      Lisa Hilton                 Paradise Cove
Pianist Lisa Hilton is adept at playing many jazz genres and Paradise 
Cove is a fine example of that. She is accompanied by bassist Luques Curtis, drummer Obed 
Calvaire and trumpeter Igmar Thomas who captures the spotlight on “Birk’s Works” and several 
other selections. We liked the vamp on “Night Cap A Little Chaos”, “Mercurial Moments”, and 
the solitude of ”Another Simple Sunday With You”. Frankly, we enjoyed the entire session.

2022 Pop+Jazz 
Ruby Slippers 78

https://be-a-light-music.myshopify.com/products/the-baylor-project-the-evening-live-at-apparatus-limited-edition-200-copies%3Futm_source%3DcopyToPasteBoard%26utm_medium%3Dproduct-links%26utm_content%3Dweb
https://thestringqueens.com/merchandise/p/rise-physical-cd
https://www.amazon.com/Paradise-Cove-Lisa-Hilton/dp/B0BFZT2PQN
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Ticket To Ride is a fine selection of 
retro-R&B, vocals, backed by jazz 

82
R&B+Jazz

LD Jazz
2022

Strong Black Women
A wide array of strong talent, powerful 
messages and fine musicianship make Strong 
Black Women a strong statement. Some of the 
best are Felicia Collins’ vocal tribute on “Nina, 
Nina Simone” and Dee Dee Bridgewater singing the 
title track. Bassist Endea Owens makes a strong statement 
on “Walking With A Purpose”. We also enjoyed Raydar 
Ellis and Shanell ‘Lady Luck’ Jones injecting a dose 
of hip-hop on “Hip Empowerment”.

Whitney Marchelle Jackson

Ticket To Ride

Photo:  Jazz Foundation of America

78 
2022

R&B+Jazz
Empowerment

Loren Daniels

Photo:  Loren Daniels

         Alvaro Rojas                   Music For 22
Guitarist, composer, producer Alvaro Rojas assembles a core quintet with 
Meredith Bates (violin), Josh Zubot (violin), Lucy Strauss (viola) and Peggy 
Lee (cello). There are many guest artists that provide additional color. Georgia 
Anne Muldrow provides vocals on “Past Lives” and Neelamjit Dhillon plays tabla 
on several selections. We also enjoyed the string work on “Music for 22“. Other highlights 
include “BB Tango “, “Caiman” and “Meditation Park “.

76
Fusion

A. Rojas
2022

r h y t h m s , sung by Loren Daniels, including back up, 
harmonies and all keyboards. He started to project pre-pandemic and 
used the abundance of free time to enhance the project, making it 
“richer, deeper and juicier!” We (listeners) are the beneficiaries of the 
effort which includes ten of Lennon and McCartney’s best. “Drive 
My Car”, “I’m Only Sleeping”, “Blackbird” and “Eight 
Days A Week” are highlights.

https://music.amazon.co.uk/albums/B0BC2WR7HG
https://www.pandora.com/artist/loren-daniels/ticket-to-ride/ALVzmtzttJ3nkwc%3F%2524ios_deeplink_path%3Dpandorav4%253A%252F%252Fbackstage%252Falbum%253Ftoken%253DAL%253A18454309%26%2524android_deeplink_path%3Dpandorav4%253A%252F%252Fbackstage%252Falbum%253Ftoken%253DAL%253A18454309%26~channel%3DPartner%2520Catalog%2520Search%2520API%26_height%3D1440%26_width%3D2560%26_branch_match_id%3D1072608279939435892%26utm_source%3DPartner%2520Catalog%2520Search%2520API%26_branch_referrer%3DH4sIAAAAAAAAA62P3UrEMBCFnya9Kf3ZNquuUKSoC8peLAjeltlkaELSJCSzFvbpTUF9AmEuZg7nnI9RRCE9Nk0AJ32EGkKorXameWIdl5gM%252BTBdox3UZmT9yLpjnnVd69%252BI8EtWIJJOlBfrI7pKgtNoU75JC4NUka%252BilpiF8fR5W%252BhG9N47s4oig7RPk0QMG3kKQGr4Kf%252Fif8gLCJMI5q0C7OW6sP5I3qBj%252Fct4yrbdA9%252Fzvj1shTkdvZb%252FWXr%252FKhQ4h3Y4518dxvIZCKyfyw%252BEKFQ5nt%252BKSaGeFQ07zttiWrXM1G5%252F134DOtUcKGcBAAA%253D
https://alvarorojasmusic.bandcamp.com/album/music-for-22
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Contemporary Selections
artiSt Title Label X T
soniCa Sonica Outside In 76 CR

timuCin sahin Funk Poems For Bird Kalan 75 CF

Dave Bass The Trio, Vol. 2 Dave Bass 74 CP

miChael Blake Comcoculate Newelle 74 CF

Brian lanDrus Red List Palmetto 74 CF

FeliPe salles Tiyo's Songs Of Life Tapestry 74 CF

trevor Dunn Séances Pyroclastic 73 CF

GorDon GrDina Night's Quietest Hour AttaBoyGirl 73 CP

Ben Bierman Songs For Aunt Mary New Focus 71 CP

kevin kastninG Levitation I Greydisc 66 CF

steve kniGht Persistence Steve Knight 66 CR

matthieu mazué We Stay Still Jazzdor 66 CF

Camille alBan-sPrenG Dear Uncle Lennie Yolk 66 CP

Collin sherman Organism Made Luminous Ex-Tol Recordings 64 CF

FaBian Willmann Balance Clap Your Hands 63 CF

GorDon GrDina Oddly Enough AttaBoyGirl 61 CP

Jason kao hWanG Uncharted Faith Blue Coast 61 CF

C. monniot & m. DuCret Dernier Tango Jazzdor 61 CF

mahoGany FroG Faust Moonjune 59 CP

Blue larGo Got To Believe Blue Largo 55 CR

32.

O's Rating Scale (X)
0            65         80          95 

            Pass                        Contemplate      Buy                   Strong Buy

Unbiased Sound Advice  from O's Place Jazz 

https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0B8L894NM%3Fref%3Dsr_1_2%26s%3Dmusic%26keywords%3DZuraitis%252C%2BNicole%26crid%3DUDZ77Q5T66PK%26sprefix%3Dzuraitis%252C%2Bnicole%252Cpopular%252C117%26qid%3D1669738958%26sr%3D1-2-catcorr
https://timucinsahin.bandcamp.com/album/funk-poems-for-bird
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09S34F65L/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D2OAZHYK975BQB%26keywords%3DBass%252C%2BDave%2Btrio%252C%2Bvol.%2B2%26qid%3D1671413567%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dbass%252C%2Bdave%2Btrio%252C%2Bvol.%2B2%252Cpopular%252C357%26sr%3D1-1-catcorr
https://newvellerecords.bandcamp.com/album/combobulate
https://www.amazon.com/Red-List-Brian-Landrus-Trio/dp/B09X7C4FV5
https://www.amazon.com/TiyoS-Songs-Life-Felipe-Salles/dp/B09XJGFB3T
https://trevordunnpyroclastic.bandcamp.com
https://gordongrdina.bandcamp.com/album/nights-quietest-hour
https://benbierman.bandcamp.com/album/songs-for-aunt-mary
https://f4.bcbits.com/img/a3835902265_10.jpg
https://open.spotify.com/album/43c5Xp0OvvyFhWhZDbw518
https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0BKCB9YT1%3Fref%3Dsr_1_6%26keywords%3DMazu%C3%A9%252C%2BMatthieu%26crid%3D30BP71W03FD9R%26sprefix%3Dmazu%C3%A9%252C%2Bmatthieu%252Caps%252C447%26qid%3D1669739396%26sr%3D8-6
https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0BJTXRMK6%3FmarketplaceId%3DATVPDKIKX0DER%26musicTerritory%3DUS%26trackAsin%3DB0BJV7K44D%26ref%3Dsr_1_2%26keywords%3DSpreng%252C%2BCamille-Alban%26crid%3D1CN4RFRB6I5DF%26sprefix%3Dspreng%252C%2Bcamille-alban%252Caps%252C143%26qid%3D1669739541%26sr%3D8-2
https://collinsherman.com/organism-made-luminous
https://clapyourhands.bandcamp.com/album/balance-2
https://gordongrdina.bandcamp.com/album/oddly-enough
https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0BHQ1STF4%3Fref%3Dsr_1_1%26keywords%3DHwang%252C%2BJason%2BKao%2Bfaith%26crid%3D2B1IVR9UR9ZPD%26sprefix%3Dhwang%252C%2Bjason%2Bkao%2Bfaith%252Caps%252C95%26qid%3D1669140118%26sr%3D8-1
https://www.amazon.com/music/player/albums/B0BK1TJYL6%3Fref%3Dsr_1_8%26keywords%3DMonniot%252C%2BChristophe%2B%2526%2BMarc%2BDucret%26crid%3D1817B585CB3YU%26sprefix%3Dmonniot%252C%2Bchristophe%2B%2526%2Bmarc%2Bducret%252Caps%252C162%26qid%3D1669739288%26sr%3D8-8
https://mahoganyfrog.bandcamp.com/album/faust-by-mahogany-frog
https://bluelargo.bandcamp.com/album/got-to-believe
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Ramsey Lewis

Photo: Ramsey Lewis.com

O's Place Legends

The Beatles Songbook
The Beatles Songbook is the first volume 
of The Saturday Salon Series featuring 
the late pianist Ramsey Lewis. The sound 

quality is not ideal, but Ramsey’s solo piano 
arrangements of these pop classics is outstanding. 
Of note are “And I Love Her”, “Hard Days Night” 
and “Let It Be”.

71
Steele

Pop Ballads
2022

33.

Baritone saxophonist Ronnie Cuber died at the age of 80 on October 8, 
2022. No cause of death given. Jazz trombonist, arranger Terry Woodson died at the age 
of 81 on October 19, 2022. No cause of death was reported. On November 16, 2022 we 
lost Mick Goodrick. He was a jazz guitarist and educator. He died at the age of 77 from 
COVID-19. David Ornette Cherry, was a multi-instrumentalist (primarily piano), and 
composer. He died from an asthma attack following a concert on November 20, 2022. He was 
64. The musical contributions of these fine jazz professionals will remain with us forever.

Final Notes

     Steve Tintweiss            Live at NYU: 1980
Live at NYU: 1980 is a free- jazz treasure recently unearthed and 
released (2022) by bassist, composer Steve Tintweiss. He leads the Spacelight Band with 
Charles Bracken (t-sax, s-sax), Byard Lancaster (a-sax, s-sax, fl, piccolo, b-cl), Lou Grassi 
(d, perc) and Genie Sherman (vocals). The band was in rare form playing new music on 
11/8/1980 at NYU’s Loeb Student Center. There are 13 songs across two discs. It is truly 
melodic and rather memorable as recounted by admiring fans, a legendary performance.

Avant Garde
2022 87 Inky Dot

   Wolfgang Lackerschmid & Chet Baker        Welcome Back
This is the third documentation of trumpeter Chet Baker and vibraphonist Wolfgang 
Lackerschmid on Welcome Back with Nicola Stylo (fl) and Günter Lenz (b). 
They play nine soothing ballads that feature the rich sound of their 
instruments. All the compositions were composed by Lackerschmid. It 
was originally released in 1992 on West Wind and re-released on Dot Time 
in 2022.

77
Dot Time
Ballads

2022

https://www.amazon.com/Beatles-Songbook-Ramsey-Lewis/dp/B0BB36Y47W
https://www.ebay.com/itm/275535049800
https://dottimerecords.bandcamp.com/album/welcome-back
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O's Blues Features

    

  * Access to current and archived issues in PDF format
  * Ability to sort database of reviews 
   * Quarterly issues as well as weekly updates to web site including
       live concert reviews and other special features.
   * Always concise advice at a fair price and no advertising! 

Just $20/yr. Available on line at:   www.OsPlaceJazz.com 

Subscriptions to O's Place Jazz Magazine
Each subscription is 4 issues - send your check to:

P.O. BOX 38430, Charlotte, NC 28278

34.

Vocalists Wendy Morgan 
and Darryl Boggs (DB) 
collaborate on a blues album 
for children, Into The Little Blue 
House. They make it a blues 
history lesson on “Women Of 
The Blues” featuring lead vocals 
by Ivy Ford, and incorporate 
lessons into their blues on “Tie 
My Own Shoes Blues”, “Peanut 
Butter Blues”, and “Please Go 
To Sleep”. This is a well done 
effort for both young and older 
listeners!

Into The Little Blue House

Photo: Wendy & DB

Wendy & DB 86
PopBlues

Wendy&DB 
2022

        Dr. John      Things Happen That Way
Dr. John had a raspy deep baritone voice that blended very well with 
blues stories. The late legendary singer’s last studio recording, Things Happen That Way, was 
just released three years after he passed. Though he was fading at the time of the recording, 
it represents strong memories of his best performances. Highlights are “I’m So Lonesome”, 
“Funny How Time Slips Away” and “End Of The Line” featuring Aaron Neville.

2022 Blues 
Rounder 74

https://osplacejazz.com/register/one-year-subscription/
https://www.amazon.com/Into-Little-Blue-House-Wendy/dp/B0BGBVYMB1/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D3E48X2LXBS77A%26keywords%3DWendy%2Band%2BDB%26qid%3D1669743726%26s%3Dmusic%26sprefix%3Dwendy%2Band%2Bdb%252Cpopular%252C72%26sr%3D1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Things-Happen-That-Way-John/dp/B09Z6TY5F1

